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The Architectural Master Plan of the Vital Brazil Institute:
Snakes, scorpions and spiders researching solutions for human  

health

Founded in 1919 by a medical immunologist and biome dical researcher Vital Brazil Mineiro da
Campanha (1865 - 1950), an important  name of history  of science in all over the world .  

The Institute is a  national  reference of  immunob iologic production and medication for human use  
and important center for pharmacologic and biologic research.

The  Institute is fully equipped and capacitated to  furnish products in response to demands made by 
the country and the state’s Public Health Programs.
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Campus Niterói - Rio de Janeiro – Brazil

Located in Niteroi City, Rio de Janeiro State, the Institute is subordinated to the Official 
Government.
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The most important production of the Institute is the serums and vaccines including antitetanus, 
antirabic and antivenom medications used to combat snake, spider and scorpion bites.

This is the only lab in Brazil that produces antivenom designed to combat black widow spider 
toxin.
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There are approximately 80.000 bites yearly of this  animals in 
Brazil resulting in more than 4.000 deaths
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The institute has a Farm where mantain horses, blood donators, to obtain the plasma hiperimune, 
bioterium to little animals and where are developed another researchs in the new biopharmacos,  

pharmacological and veterinaria medicine.
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On this farm there is a Plasma Production Center, lab that produce bioinsumes (himunoglobulinas) 
to assist the produces the several antivenom serums.
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Vital Brazil Farm: Plasma Production Center



Álvaro Vital Brazil and the Vital Brazil Institute: the modernism in health’s architecture

The Architect

Álvaro Vital Brazil

Born: Feb 1st 1909
São Paulo – Brazil

Died: 1997
Rio de Janeiro - Brazil

Graduation : 1933

Engineer
Escola Politécnica do Rio de Janeiro

Architect
Escola Nacional de Belas Artes



The Vital Brazil Institute:  the pottery work, on July 19 19

First instalation of Vital Brazil Institute, on Jully 1919. Original: Reference Source Casa de Vital Brazil, 2009



The Vital Brazil Institute: the architectural construct ion, on July 1941
The Vital  Brazil Institute. Original: Reference Source Casa de Vital Brazil, 2011.
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Vital Brazil Scientific and Cultural Center
Vital Venom Museum

Gardens designed by
Burle Marx Office

Vital Brazil Scientific and Cultural Center
Vital Venom Museum



Vital Brazil Scientific and Cultural Center
Vital Venom Museum



The timeline
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The stories and superstitions
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The environment



Immunobiological, Sera, Drugs and Others Production Env ironments
References Occupation

Pavto. 1 – Formulação e 
Envase

Pavto. 2 - Área para 
implantação do Sistema 
de Água – Destilador e 
demais equipamentos

Pavto. 1 – Codificação, 
Revisão e 

Acondicionamento

Pavto. 2 – Laboratório de 
Biomarcadroes

Pavto. 3 – Laboratório de 
Monoclonais

Pavto. 1 –
Formulação e 

Envase

Pavto. 1 – Produção

Pavto. 2 – Sistema de 
Água

Pavto. 1 – Produção –
Circulação Cinza

Pavto. 2 – Piso 
Técnico e outros

Pavto. 1 – Produção 
– Circulação Limpa

Pavto. 2 – Piso 
Técnico e outros

Pavto. 1 – Produção –
Concentração, diálise, 
Clarificação e Filtração

Pavto. 2 – Piso Técnico 
e outros

Pavto. 1 – Supervisão –
Produção de soros e 

Soluções Orais.

Pavto. 2 – Piso Técnico 
e outros

Pavto. 1 – Produção –
Acessos, Estoque, 

Preparo de Soluções.

Pavto. 2 – Piso Técnico 
e outros

Pavto. 1 – Jardim/ 
área de 

descompressão

Pavto. 1 – Produção 
de Soluções Orais.

Pavto. 2 – Piso 
Técnico e outros
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